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penia is the marked reduction in circulating leucocytes.
Cultivation. Feline distemper virus has not been cultivated in
any host except the susceptible members of the cat family.
Transmission. Feline distemper is a highly contagious disease
of cats, the infection being easily transmitted by droplets or by
fomites.
Characteristics of the Disease. The symptoms of feline dis-
temper are high temperature, eye and nasal discharges, weakness,
loss of appetite, diarrhea, and respiratory distress.
Mortality rates are high especially in young animals. Some
animals may die suddenly without showing any pronounced symp-
toms.
Pathological Changes* Lesions of the respiratory system are
not marked, but there may be congestion of some areas. There is
always some involvement of the intestinal tract. Catarrhal exu-
date is present in parts or all of the small intestine. In severe
cases hemorrhage and sloughing of the mucosa is observed.
No characteristic blood changes or cell inclusions have been
described.
Immunity. Recovered animals are immune to feline distemper
for life. Immune serum is helpful in protecting exposed cats but
it is of less value in treating sick animals.
Diagnosis. A diagnosis of feline distemper should be based
on clinical symptoms, blood studies, and cross immunity tests to
differentiate this disease from panleucopenia of cats. The presence
of respiratory symptoms in feline distemper is considered a dif-
ferential characteristic.
Pneumoenterifis Virus
Proposed Name. Tarpeia vitulae.
Disease Produced. Pneumoenteritis.
Hosts Affected. Calves. Experimentally mice.
History and Distribution. Although the pneumoenteritis syn-
drome had been recognized clinically for several years and a
number of bacteria ascribed as the causal agent, Baker, in 1943,
was the first to isolate a virus. The isolations made by Baker are
apparently the only ones reported in this country and there have
been none outside the United States.
Properties of the Virus. The virus of pneumoenteritis will pass
Berkefeld N filters and is approximately 17 mm. in diameter. It
can be preserved by freezing for 1 week but does not survive
more than 4 weeks. Lyophilization preserves the virus for about
4 months.
Cultivation. The virus can be maintained by passage in mice,
but has not been cultivated by any other means.